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The e f f o r t  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  flow of information between l i f e  s c i e n t i s t s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  space b i o l o g i s t s ,  has  progressed subs t an t i a l ly  during t h e  t i m e  

covered by t h i s  r epor t .  Not only i s  "government report"  and "open"' l i t e r a t u r e  

under b e t t e r  con t ro l  than formerly, bu t  a l s o ,  i nc ip i en t  informal communication 

networks can now be  iden t i f i ed .  A t  t h e  moment, t h e  number of b i o l o g i s t s  

involved is r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l ;  however, experience leads us  t o  be l i eve  t h a t  

they w i l l  increase  and t h a t  t h e i r  e f fec t iveness  w i l l  a l s o  increase.  Concomittant 

with t h i s  i s  t h e  increase  i n  t h e  numbers and q u a l i t y  of request  f o r  information 

(not documents) received by the  BSCP. 

A c t i v i t i e s  during t h e  period may be categorized as follows: 

1. A search and evaluat ion of t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  has  been conducted i n  an 

e f f o r t  t o  discover t h e  nature  and degree of co r re l a t ion  between cyc los i s  

and r a d i o s e n s i t i v i t y  i n  c e l l s  and simple c e l l u l a r  systems. 

2. Technical a s s i s t ance  and information have been provided s t a f f  

members of t h e  Space Biosciences Programs Office.  Ind iv idua ls  

involved have been D r .  G. J acds ,  M r .  L. Ha l l ,  D r .  D. B e l l v i l l e ,  

D r .  D. Jenkins ,  M r .  R. Schmidt, and others .  Limited a s s i s t ance  and 

information has  been provided b i o l o g i s t s  a t  Ames Research Center,  a t  

t h e i r  request .  



3 .  The continuing inves t iga t ion  i n t o  and concern f o r  secondary source of 

information r e su l t ed  i n  t h e  prepara t ion  and disseminat ion of a r epor t -  

"Abstracting and Indexing Coverage of t h e  L i t e r a t u r e  of Space Biology." 

This work cont inues and negot ia t ions  are now underway t o  increase  t h e  

coverage of space biology by t h e  BIOLOGICAL ABSTRACTS of Phi lade lphia ,  

Pennsylvania. Coverage continues t o  increase  i n  INTERNATIONAL AEROSPACE 

ABSTRACTS. Informal d iscuss ions  with ind iv idua ls  i n  t h e  NASA S c i e n t i f i c  

and Technical Information Division have been he ld  and concern new 

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  dissemination of r epor t  documents. 

4. A Space Biology Bibliography: 1958-1964 has been prepared and i s  i n  

t h e  f i n a l  proofing and ed i t i ng  s tage.  It is  an t i c ipa t ed  t h a t  d i s t r i -  

bu t ion  w i l l  be  i n  t h e  form of a "Contractor Report." 

5. Sources of c r i t i c a l  reviews whose subjec t  mat ter  i s  space biology 

have been located and iden t i f i ed .  

6. The development of i n t e r im  spec i f i ca t ions  f o r  b ioc lean  f a c i l i t i e s  and 

t h e  prepara t ion  of an annotated bibliography on t h e  s t e r i l i z a t i o n  

of l a r g e  masses progresses  on schedule. 



7. We cont inue t o  develop information f o r  and background ma te r i a l s  

pe r t inen t  t o  t h e  prepara t ion  of s t a t u s  r e p o r t s  i n  space biology. 

8 .  The r e p o r t ,  "Russian L i f e  i n  Space" was prepared and published. It 

w a s  later up-dated and revised i n  response t o  a reques t  from 

D r .  D .  Jenkins.  

9. The inves t iga t ion  i n t o  the  Russian philosophy and p r a c t i c e  regarding 

spacecraf t  s t e r i l i z a t i o n  and p lane tary  contamination progresses  on 

schedule. 

10. The f i l e  of i nves t iga to r s ,  t h e i r  research i n t e r e s t s  and phys ica l  

f a c i l i t i e s  has  been maintained and i t s  present  rate of i nc rease  i s  

one demonstration of the increasing importance of space biology 

i n  the U.S. 

11. A prel iminary assessment of the  information needs of space b io log i s t s ;  

based upon informal communications with them, i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t he  

s i n g l e  most press ing  requirement i s  f o r  information on a more t imely 

b a s i s .  


